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More than in the other gospels we find in St. Mark’s Gospel 
stories that have another story imbedded in the middle of them.  
One story begins, another story takes center stage, and then the 
first story is finally brought to completion.  One advantage of 
this method of storytelling is that it promotes making 
connections between the two stories and allowing them to 
influence one another. 

So, we find Jairus, the synagogue leader begging Jesus to come 
and heal his daughter.  As they are making their way to Jairus’ 
house, the second story takes place.  A woman who has been 
suffering from excessive bleeding for 12 years touches Jesus’ 
clothes in the hopes of finding relief.  It works!  Her illness is 
cured immediately.  The narrative picks the trip to Jairus’ house 
again where, upon arrival, Jesus hears that the girl has already 
died.  Nonetheless, he enters her room with Peter, James and 
John and the girl’s parents.  Jesus restores her to life by touching 
her hand and commanding her to arise. 

The stories have similarities but they are not carbon-copies of 
each other.  One of their similarities is that they both involve 
women who have physical elements.  The girl is healed because 
of the faith of her parents, and the woman is healed because of 
her own faith. 

Another shared detail is time.  Turns out, the girl is 12, so the 
woman has suffered from her hemorrhaging for as long as the 
girl has been alive.  That detail underlines how severe her 
condition has been.  The girl’s condition is not presented in such 
detail, but it is clearly a life and death matter. 



It’s the method of healing in the two stories that differs.  Jesus 
takes the girl by the hand and proclaims by voice that she should 
arise.  The girl’s healing is completely out of her control.  It’s 
the parents who have approached Jesus on her behalf. 

The woman’s healing occurs in the opposite manner.  She is the 
initiator, saying to herself, “If I but touch his clothes, I shall be 
cured.”  Jesus does not even touch her, and he appears not to 
know that the healing is going to happen.  It catches him by 
surprise so that he has to ask, “Who touched me?”  When he 
realizes her action, he praises her for her faith. 

Healing stories demonstrate Jesus’ power in convincingly 
visible ways.  But in these linked stories Jesus’ emphasis on the 
importance of faith is brought to the forefront.  Even though 
neither healing follows a boilerplate process, faith is a central 
ingredient. 

When we pray for healing, or some other alleviation from 
suffering we can get sidetracked by questions like “Am I doing 
it right?”  We might succumb to the temptation to think that our 
faith has to be perfect in order to get a response, or that there 
ought to be an automatic, straight-line connection between our 
expression of faith and God’s response. 

The two stories provided in today’s Gospel avoid that 
presumption and focus on the importance of faith while 
recognizing the sovereignty of God to affect healing as he 
knows best to do so.  The woman who suffered from 
hemorrhages for 12 years did not give up her trust in God even 
though her prayer took such a long time to be answered.  Jairus 
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and his wife were encouraged to continue to trust even when 
informed that their daughter had died, and so they did, and were 
rewarded for their fidelity. 

These stories still have power to speak to our current situation, 
especially its long-suffering aspects and seeming hopelessness.  
The nature of faith is to leave the response to our need up to 
God.  Rather than tell God how he should go about his work to 
maintain the discipline of trusting that it is in his nature to bring 
life and not death.  God rejoices in our healing and wholeness as 
much as we do.   

As a community of people who know the power of trusting in 
God, we can help each other carry the burden of healing that has 
not yet come by bolstering one another’s faith in those difficult 
times, alleviating the distress of those who suffer to the extent 
that we are able, but also by offering simple solidarity so that 
they do not miss the moment when the opportunity for healing 
arrives. 


